
A nation already enduring one of the world's gravest humanitarian
crises is struck by disaster, as Venezuela braces for heavy casualties.
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On the evening of 24 June, two powerful

earthquakes — a 7.2 foreshock and a 7.5

quake seconds later — struck northern

Venezuela, around 160km west of Caracas.

Buildings collapsed in the capital, power

failed, and rescuers began searching the

rubble for survivors.

Acting President Delcy Rodríguez has

declared a state of emergency, and the US

Geological Survey has warned that

casualties could run into the tens of

thousands.

The disaster strikes a country already in

deep crisis. Even before the quake, the UN

estimated that 7.9 million Venezuelans —

more than a quarter of the population —

needed humanitarian assistance, and

nearly eight million have already fled the

country.
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We pray for all those caught in the

earthquake's path — the injured,

the trapped, and those grieving

loved ones — that comfort and

help would reach them in time.

We pray for the rescue workers,

medical teams and aid agencies in

these first critical days — that

they would be protected and

resourced, and that help would

arrive swiftly.

We pray for the people of

Venezuela — a nation that has

endured so much — that this

disaster would draw lasting

compassion, and that recovery

would reach the most vulnerable.
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